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2016, DHS purportedly lost 2,141 sensitive as-
sets, including firearms, badges, and secure
immigration stamps. In many of these cases,
DHS personnel acted recklessly and were not
held accountable for improperly safeguarding
their sensitive assets. Furthermore, DHS per-
sonnel often fail to track down their lost sen-
sitive assets. H.R. 4433 will address this loose
behavior by holding the Under Secretary of
the DHS accountable for ensuring that sen-
sitive assets are kept safe.

| am particularly concerned with safe-
guarding sensitive assets due to the increase
in stolen guns within Georgia’s 4th district and
the state as a whole. The Atlanta police chief
recently reported that 954 guns were stolen
from cars in Atlanta last year. This represents
a 40 percent increase in the number of fire-
arms stolen from cars compared to 2015.
However, this is not just a Georgian prob-
lem—a study by Harvard and Northeastern re-
searchers this past year estimated that rough-
ly 380,000 firearms are stolen in the U.S.
every year. One of the best ways to address
this issue is through prevention. By strength-
ening the expectations and rules for firearm
ownership within the DHS, we can do a small
part to reduce the number of stolen guns in
Georgia and across the country.

As a member of the Judiciary committee, |
have worked consistently to promote respon-
sible gun ownership. | cosponsored legislation
that required the review of U.S. policy regard-
ing capture, custody, treatment, judicial pro-
ceedings, and repatriation of suspected ‘un-
lawful enemy combatants.” With these past
legislative actions in mind, | support H.R. 4433
and urge my fellow members to do the same.
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, deadly
mudslides have destroyed homes and claimed
at least seventeen lives in my district. These
mudslides have devastated the communities in
my district—many of which are still recovering
from the horrific Thomas Fire. In order to be
with my constituents and assist the community
in recovery efforts, | decided to return to Santa
Barbara, California. As a result, | missed votes
on January 10, 2018 and January 11, 2018.

Had | been present, | would have voted:

Aye on Roll Call No. 17—the Counter Ter-
rorist Network Act;

Aye on Roll Call No. 12—the DHS Over-
seas Personnel Enhancement Act of 2017;

Nay on Roll Call No. 10—H. Res. 681, a
rule providing for consideration of S. 140;

Nay on Roll Call No. 9—Motion on Ordering
the Previous Question on the Rule, and

Nay on Roll Call No. 8—H. Res. 682, a rule
providing for consideration of S. 139.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FIRE CHIEF
MIKE DUNCAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 12, 2018

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the exemplary work of Fire Chief
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Mike Duncan in his service to the City of Roa-
noke, Texas as we mark his retirement. Dur-
ing his sixteen years as Fire Chief in Roa-
noke, he has been a committed leader in his
community.

Chief Duncan was a seasoned fire fighter
when he joined the Roanoke Fire Department
as chief in 2001. He first began his firefighting
career in 1974 with the City of North Richland
Hills Fire Department. Since that time, he has
served his community tirelessly in a variety of
leadership roles.

Throughout his years of service, Chief Dun-
can earned certifications as a Master Fire-
fighter, Advanced Fire Inspector, a Fire Serv-
ice Instructor Il and as the Department Head
for the Fire Department. He is a leading mem-
ber of the Denton County Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion where he served as Treasurer for 11
years, the Tarrant County Fire Chiefs Associa-
tion where he served as President in 2004,
the International Association of Fire Chiefs,
the National Fire Protection Association, the
North East Fire Department Association and
the International Code Conference.

Chief Duncan has devoted 43 years to pro-
tecting his neighbors. For more than four dec-
ades, he has put strangers’ safety above his
own, and we are indebted to him. | am deeply
grateful for his service to the City of Roanoke
and North Texas, and | wish Chief Duncan
and his family the best in his retirement.

SCREENING AND VETTING PAS-
SENGER EXCHANGE ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2018

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 4581.

H.R. 4581, the Screening and Vetting Pas-
senger Exchange Act of 2017, requires the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to
develop best practices for counter terrorism
screening and vetting through the use of ad-
vanced passenger information (APl) and pas-
senger name record (PNR) data. This bill also
encourages the Secretary of DHS to share
best practices and assist with implementation
for our foreign partners.

The DHS, U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP), and the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) have all utilized APl and
PNR as tools for screening and vetting poten-
tial criminals and terrorists. In April 2016, the
European Union (EU) decided to follow in our
footsteps by implementing PNR data into their
counter terrorism screenings. The EU set a
deadline for full integration of PNR data by
May 2018. Unfortunately, many EU countries
lack the knowledge, expertise, and experience
with PNR data to allow them to meet their up-
coming deadline. H.R. 4581 would allow the
DHS to develop best practices for utilizing API
and PNR data in counter terrorism screening
and then share these best practices with our
foreign allies.

This legislation will strengthen our national
security and that of our foreign partners. Since
9/11, we have prevented hundreds of acts of
terror and improved our national security.
However, in the last two years, the United
States has experienced a surge in terrorist
acts and criminal activities.

January 12, 2018

As a former member of the House Armed
Services Committee, | have always voted to
support our law enforcement agencies in the
work that they do. H.R. 4581 will fortify our
Armed forces with best practices for pre-
venting terrorism and allow them to continue
doing their crucial work protecting our country.
This legislation will also help our foreign allies
so that they are able to effectively keep their
people, and the people of the world, safe. Pro-
tecting our national security and the national
securities of our allies ought to be a given. For
this reason, | support H.R. 4581 and urge my
fellow members to do the same.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 12, 2018

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| missed votes due to a previously scheduled
event in West Virginia. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 11
and YEA on Roll Call No. 12.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 12, 2018

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, deadly
mudslides have destroyed homes and claimed
at least seventeen lives to date in my district.
These mudslides have devastated the commu-
nities in my district—many of which are still re-
covering from the horrific Thomas Fire. In
order to be with my constituents and assist in
recovery efforts, | decided to return to Santa
Barbara, California. As a result, | was unable
to vote during Roll Call No. 9, which was S.
140, a bill to amend the White Mountain
Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantification Act
of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts in the
WMAT Settlement Fund on January 10, 2018.

While | support tribal sovereignty, this was a
misguided bill that would strip hundreds of
thousands of workers at tribal-owned and
-operated enterprises of their protections for
the right to bargain collectively.

If I had the opportunity to vote on S. 140,
| would have voted NO on Roll Call No. 9.

———

DHS OVERSEAS PERSONNEL
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2018

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 4567, the DHS Over-
seas Personnel Enhancement Act of 2017.

This legislation would require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to brief the Committee
on Homeland Security in the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee in the Senate
every six months on the operations of Depart-
ment of Homeland Security personnel that
work outside of the United States.
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